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¢ In a political year such as this one, the phrase, “man of
vision,” tends to be overexposed. The rantings of candi-
dates, friends of candidates, and enemies of candidates
(who suddenly blossom out as friends of candidates) have
a marked tendency to weaken what once was a strong
grouping of words applied to but a few men.

In our limited span of experience, we have come in
contact with less than a handful of men possessing this
characteristic and the necessary companion trait of “the
courage to stand up and fight for their vision.”

One of these necessary-for-future-growth people in our
lifetime was William E. Mitchell, who died in Atlanta on
July 31 at the age of 78. Mr. Mitchell, a graduate of MIT
and a retired president of The Georgia Power Company,
was one of the best friends Georgia Tech ever had. He
became interested in Tech when he first joined Georgia
Power as vice president in 1927. But, this interest really
became activated in 1947 when he was named to the
Board of Trustees of the Georgia Tech Research Insti-
tute. Six months after he joined the Board, he was named
its chairman, a title he held with distinction until his death.

Mr. Mitchell held a great number of government and
civic positions (among them the second highest post in
the Economic Cooperative Administration for France, a
part of the Marshall Plan). He received the salutes of his
countrymen and those of other countries as well (among
them the French Legion of Merit for his work.with ECA).
But, he gave as much or more of his energies and vision
to Tech research than to any of his various activities. He
was one of the handful of men who pushed Tech research
to its present place of regional and national leadership.
When he joined GTRI, Tech research totaled around
$300,000 a year. When he died, it was up to over $4,000,-
000 a year.

William Mitchell was an engineer, a statesman, an ex-
ecutive, and a civic leader of high, uncompromising stand-
ards. But, above all he was a man who saw the future
clear and acted on his vision. Our great worry for to-
"morrow should be that they don’t seem to be producing
men like Bill Mitchell anymore. And, where will education
be when there are no more like him?
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